WORK AND  LEISURE
people among whom he had passed his youth and
whom he so profoundly despised.    He regarded
them as conspirators against the welfare of the
race.

What seemed to Tolstoy important was not
that the workers should get more leisure but that
the leisured should work. For him the social
ideal was labour for all in natural surroundings.
He wanted to see all men and women living on
the land and subsisting on the produce of the fields
that they themselves had tilled. The makers of
Utopias are fond of prophesying that a time will
come when men will altogether abandon agri-
culture and live on synthetic foods j to Tolstoy
the idea was utterly revolting. But though he
was doubtless right to be revolted, the prophets of
synthetic food are probably better seers than he.
Mankind is more likely to become urbanized
than completely ruralized. But these probabili-
ties do not concern us here. What concerns us
is Tolstoy's opinion of leisure.

Tolstoy's dislike of leisure was due to his own
experience as an idle youth and his observation of
other rich and leisured men and women. He
concluded that, as things are5 leisure Is generally
more of a curse than a blessing. It is difficult^
when one visits Monte Carlo or the other earthly
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